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Summary 
Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Vamana (Baman in bengali) Maharaj was former President-Acharya of the Sri 

Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti, a prolific author and an ardent speaker of Gaudiya Vedanta philosophy. He 

travelled across India and established many temples and centers in multiple states for the propagation of 

Gaudiya Vedanta philosophy. Before he became the President, he was the General Secretary of Gaudiya 

Vedanta Samiti. He came in association of Srila Bhaktiprajnana Kesava Maharaj in Sri Chaitanya Math, 

Mayapur at a very young age of 9. He was among a few associates of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati 

Goswami Prabhupad, who were with Srila Bhaktiprajnana Kesava Maharaj when Sri Gaudiya Vedanta 

Samiti was founded in 1940.  

Birth and Early Life 
He was born on 23

rd
 December, 1921 in Piljang village, Khulna district of undivided Bengal (now 

Bagerhat district of Bangaladesh) in a family of ardent Gaudiya Vaishnavas. His paternal uncle, Bhakti 

Kushal Narasingha Maharaja was among the early disciples of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati 

Prabhupada. His mother, Srimati Bhagavatibala Devi, was also a disciple of Srila Prabhupada. She was 

very strict, disciplined and devoted to Gaudiya philosophy. She disciplined her children in the same 

manner. His father Sri Satish Chandra Ghosh became disciple of Bhaktiprajnana Keshava Goswami 

Maharaja and was known as Sri Sarveshwar Dasadhikari. His parents named him as 'Santosh', which 

means 'Satisfaction'. Indeed, his personality was such that everyone would feel the sense of satisfaction by 

just being around him. As a young boy, Santosh was admitted to Town Nowarapara English High School. 

He was a polite, obedient, punctual and brilliant student. His adorable personality was automatically 

everyone's center of attraction. Every year his paternal aunt used to travel to Mayapur to attend Gaur 

Purnima festival. When he was on 5
th
 standard, he was adamant in going to attend Gaur Purnima festival 

in Mayapur along with her. His mother, Srimati Bhagavatibala Devi, could not refuse. 

Life in Sri Chaitanya Math 
During Gaur Jayanti, March 1931, 9 years old boy Santosh came to Sri Chaitanya Math along with his 

paternal aunt. Once the festival was over, he was adamant in staying back in Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 

Saraswati Prabhupada's Chaitanya Math. Even after lot of persuasion, he didn't return back home. While 

in Chaitanya Math, Santosh was under the guidance of Sri Vinodbihari  Brahmachari (then Estate 

Manager), Srila Narahari Sevavigraha (Chaitanya Math's in-charge), and his paternal uncle Bhaktikushal 

Narasingha Maharaja. Sri Vinodbihari  Brahmachari admitted Santosh in Sri Bhaktivinod Institute, 

Mayapur. Sri Bhaktivinod Institute was established the same year and Santosh was in its first batch. He 

was so brilliant that he never had to revisit or review anything he reads once. He memorized entire 

Bhagvad Gita, and many shlokas from Srimad Bhagvatam, Upanishads and other scriptures. After study 

hours, he would pick flowers, cut fruits & vegetables, fold clothes of devotees after they are washed and 

dried, fetch drinking water and also clean 'Achaman-patra' of devotees. He used to wash Srila Saraswati 

Prabhupada's feet, massage his body, pick green peas from the garden and serve Srila Saraswati 

Prabhupad. Daily he would wake up before 'Brahma-Muhurta'. Before anyone wakes up, he would clean 

toilets daily along with Srila Narahari Sevavigraha. At that time, there wasn't a single resident of Sri 

Chaitanya Math whom he did not serve personally. He was so skillful and energetic that his work would 

look effortless. Everyone was amused and kept wondering when and how he acquired these skills at such 

a tender age. They thought something 'Divine' was in him and started considering him a close associate of 
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Srila Saraswati Prabhupad. Thus, he grew up serving Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Prabhupada and his 

close associates, studying Gaudiya philosophy under the guidance of exalted devotees and being nurtured 

by Sri Vinodbihari  Brahmachari and Srila Narahari Sevavigraha in Sri Chaitanya Math. Pleased with his 

service and knowledge of Gaudiya philosophy at such an early age, Srila Saraswati Prabhupad gave him 

Harinam in 1936.  

In 1
st
 January 1937, the founder of Sri Chaitanya Math and worldwide Gaudiya Maths, Srila 

Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Prabhupada left this material world to his eternal Abode. In the same year, 

Santosh passed matriculation with first division. He did not want to accumulate degrees anymore rather 

he decided to gain spiritual knowledge concentrating on Srimad Bhagvatam, Vedanta Sutras, analyzing 

different schools of thought worldwide, understanding deeper meaning of Sastras and setting the next 

stage of his life in this world. He discussed his interest with his sole guardian, Sri Vinodbihari  

Brahmachari, who not only agreed with him but also was very satisfied with his line of thinking. There 

were many young boys like him staying in Sri Chaitanya Math, however, over a period of time one by 

one dropped off and he was the only one left.  

Sri Chaitanya Math had a comprehensive library of books. Acclaimed associates of Srila Saraswati 

Prabhupad helped him understand the realms of Srimad Bhagvatam, Vedanta Sutras, teachings of Sri 

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and his associates and other Vaishnava literature. He searched further for 

authentic books in different libraries, went through contemporary Indian literature, studied western 

philosophy and writings by Kant, Hegel, Socrates, Huxley, Plato, etc. He also studied scientific works in 

the likes of Darwin's theory of evolution, Dalton's atomic molecular theory and many others. He also 

collected Bible, Quran and other religious texts. He researched on Indian history from Indian as well as 

western philosopher's perspective. The result and its effect of such comparative and analytical studies are 

evident in his speeches, discourses, lectures and writings. It is not easy to understand the biography of 

persons who are God-sent; the personality who is going to lead the materialist world from the clutches of 

atheism to Sri Krishna consciousness will not be ordinary one. The choices he made in his life are 

exquisite; endeavors at every junctures with the kind of electrifying energy are nothing but divine; and a 

lesson to be taken to history for everyone in the years to come.  

After Srila Saraswati Prabhupada left this material world, Sri Chatanya Math had a new Acharya-

President. He started bringing in some newer theories, policies and practices which were not line with 

Srila Saraswati Prabhupad's philisophy. Hence, arguments, protests and disruptions started in Sri 

Chaitanya Math and its branches as well. Sri Vinodbihari  Brahmachari, Sri Narahari Sevavigraha, Sri 

Mahananda Brahmachari and some close associates of Srila Saraswati Prabhupad were among those who 

were raising their voice. In 1939, in order to contain the dissent, a false murder case was lodged against 

Sri Vinodbihari  Brahmachari and his fellow associates maliciously. They were arrested and taken to 

Krishnanagar jail. Santosh moved to Krishnanagar as well and started residing with Sri Deendayal 

Vrajavasi Prabhu, an old disciple of Srila Saraswati Prabhupad. Sri Deendayal Vrajavasi Prabhu used to 

cook and Santosh used to deliver food, other essential items needed by Sri Vinodbihari  Brahmachari and 

his associates in the jail. At this time, young Santosh's services were worth appreciation. As per the 

instruction of Sri Vinodbihari  Brahmachari, he met a renowned lawyer Sri Manmatha Mukhopadhyaya 

from Medinipur. He learnt the legal intricacies of those cases and acted accordingly. In few days, Sri 

Vinodbihari  Brahmachari and his fellows not only got the bail but also got the case dismissed. While Sri 

Vinodbihari  Brahmachari was inside jail, Sri Deendayal Vrajavasi Prabhu fell ill and could not cook. At 

that time Santosh did not have Diksha and hence he couldn't cook either. Sri Narahari Sevavigraha 

suggested Sri Vinodbihari  Brahmachari to give Diskha to Santosh. Thus Santosh was given Diksha and 
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he received a new name "Sajjansevak Brahmachari" in the jail premises of Krishnanagar. Although there 

were many senior sanyasi(s) and associates of Srila Saraswati Prabhupad including senior sanyasi 

disciples of Srila Bhaktivinod Thakur in Sri Chaitanya Math available at that time, however, Sri 

Vinodbihari  Brahmachari was destined to be Santosh's Diksha Guru since transcendental relationships 

are not made based on mere turn of events. A few days later, the sacred 'Thread Ceremony' or 'Upanayana 

Sanskar' of Sri Sajjansevak Brahmachari was performed by Srimad Bhaktivichar Yayavar Maharaj in 

presence of Sri Vinodbihari  Brahmachari and other associates of Srila Prabhupada in Sri Shyamananda 

Gaudiya Math, Medinipur.  

Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti 
In 1940, Sri Vinodbihari  Brahmachari along with few associates of Srila Sarswati Prabhupad, in 

particular, Sri Narahari Sevavigraha, Sri Mahananda Brahmachari, Sri Virchandra Brahmachari, Sri 

Narottam Brahmachari, etc left Sri Chaitanya Math. They had taken a house in rent in Tegharipara, 

Nabadwip town and founded Sri Devananda Gaudiya Math. They started preaching the tenets of Sri 

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and teachings of Srila Saraswati Prabhupad. Sajjansevak Brahmachari was along 

with them travelling, preaching, collecting donations, cooking, cleaning, etc. He was always on his toes 

serving and helping Sri Vinodbihari  Brahmachari in various ways in his every accomplishment. In April 

1940 (Akshay Tritiya), Sri Vinodbihari  Brahmachari founded Sri Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti in a rented 

house in 32/2 Bosepara Lane, Kolkata. As usual, Sajjansevak Brahmachari was with him as a capable 

assistant and co-founder. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1941, Sri Vinodbihari  Brahmachari recieved 

sanyas (Renounced Order) from Srimad 

Bhaktirakshak Sridhar Maharaj on the auspicious 

occasion of Vishwarup Purnima. His name has 

been changed to Srimad Bhaktiprajnana Keshava 

Maharaj.  

Srimad Bhaktiprajnana Keshava Maharaj started 

Sri Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti without a penny. 

However, he had some brilliant associates of Srila 

Saraswati Prabhupad with him including 

Sajjansevak Brahmachari, who was his only 

disciple at that time. Together they formed the 

organization, working very hard day and night. 

When Srimad Bhaktiprajnana Keshava Maharaj 

bought "Gauranga Printing Works", Sajjansevak 

Brahmachari was the right person to start 

publishing Sri Bhaktivinod Thakur's books. He 

immediately learned the entire publishing 

processes. In 1943, he moved the printing press to 

Sri Uddharan Gaudiya Math, Chinsura, Hooghly 

and the move saved a lot of expenses. 

In 1948, Samiti's monthly magazine and 

mouthpiece, "Gaudiya Patrika" was started and 

Sajjansevak Brahmachari was its Publisher. 

 

 



Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Vamana Goswami Maharaj   - Life and Precepts                                                                      5 

 

 

Sajjansevak with his Gurudev 
One day while in Sri Devananda Gaudiya Math, Sajjansevak Brahmachari was suffering from fever with 

very high temperature. He was lying on his bed trembling covered with blankets. Suddenly, couple of 

prominent guests came to visit Sri Devananda Gaudiya Math. Srimad Bhaktiprajnana Keshava Maharaj 

asked him to get up and prepare Mahaprashad and take good care of the guests. This is not the time to 

have fever. Immediately, he got up and he was fine. After he completed all the services, he went back to 

the bed lying and trembling with high fever as before. 

Sajjansevak Brahmachari was working in the press. One his finger got cut by the cutting machine. It was 

bleeding heavily. Moment Srila Keshava Maharaj heard the news, he came running and saw Sajjansevak 

in immense pain. Sajjansevak was immediately rushed to hospital. Everyone gathered there were 

astonished to see how Srila Keshava Maharaj's was crying profusely inconsolably. His profound love for 

his disciple is hard to describe. 

Sajjansevak Brahmachari used to wear "Khadam" or "Khadau", a pair of wooden footwear used in ancient 

Indian society. He met with an accident in Kolkata while trying to onboard a tram. Everyone blamed the 

kind of footwear he uses for the accident. When Srila Keshava Maharaj heard this news, he immediately 

went to market and bought a pair of shoe for him. Sajjansevak Brahmachari kept using the same make 

and type of shoe in his entire life.  

Received Sanyas or Renounced Order 
In 1952, Sajjansevak Brahmachari received sanyas (Renounced Order) and a new name Srimad 

Bhaktivedanta Vamana Maharaj from Srimad Bhaktiprajnana Keshava Maharaj along with two of his god 

brothers. His two god-brothers are named as Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Maharaj and Srimad 

Bhaktivedanta Trivikram Maharaj.  

Although Srimad Bhaktivedanta Vamana Maharaj was very busy with organization development and 

publishing works, he started travelling and preaching activities. In 1966, he was appointed General 

Secretary of Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti and he started full-fledged preaching to different places of India. He 

started with Jharkhand, Assam and then Bengal, Orissa, UP, etc.  

In 1968, Srimad Bhaktiprajnana Keshava Maharaj left this material world and Srimad Bhaktivedanta 

Vamana Maharaj became the President-Acharya of Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti as per Srimad 

Bhaktiprajnana Keshava Maharaj's wish and decision. The decision was natural and evident.  

By Sri Krishna's divine wish and energy, the great-soul who arrived at the lotus feet of Srila Prabhupad in 

Sri Chaitanya Math; who was personally nurtured by Srimad Bhaktiprajnana Keshava Maharaj; the 

personality who has a tall, beautiful and lustrous physique, is cynosure of all eyes in any assemblies of 

Sanyasis and devotees; whose strength is on unadulterated faith in his Gurudev and based on the depth of 

knowledge; who can quote scriptures in verbatim anytime, and an epitome of renunciation seen in his life 
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and character; such a personality can take Sri Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti to its next stage. 

 

 

 

President-Acharya of Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti 
As President-Acharya, he started increasing the foot-print of Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti. Under his 

leadership, about 30 Maths and preaching centres were established in different towns and cities in India. 

Gaudiya Patrika's subscriber's base increased leaps and bounds. Under his guidance Gaudiya Vedanta 

Samiti published and re-printed many ancient literatures. Participants in Sri Navadwip Parikrama, the 

annual event of Sri Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti, increased exponentially because of preaching and 

campaigning under his leadership. And hence the infrastructure to accommodate such a huge influx of 

devotees also had been increased in Sri Devananda Gaudiya Math.  

Pilgrimage travels for devotees to different parts of India like Kshetra Mandala Parikrama, Gaur-Mandala 

Parikrama, Vraja Mandala Parikrama, Dwaraka Parikrama, travels to pilgrimage places in south India and 

north India increased many folds. As there was an increase in numbers in every section of the Samiti, 

Srila Vamana Maharaj's concentration on the quality or individual development of Bhajan-Sadhan 

remained constant. 

As an Acharya, he was very merciful to everyone irrespective of caste, creed, colour, religion and 

nationality. His disciples were from every walks of life including Muslims, Christians, Buddhists, Jains, 
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Adivashis and tribal from remote areas, rich, educated from metro-cities to poorest of poor and illiterates. 

He was multilingual and could speak Bengali, Hindi and English fluently. He went door-to-door, village 

to village, concentrating on elevation of everyone on an individual basis. His sharp memory will not 

forget anyone he met only once even after several years.  

 

Relationship with his god brothers 
Srila Vamana Maharaj's had a cordial relationship with all of his god brothers. He let Srila Narayana 

Maharaj manage all the North Indian Maths and preaching activities. Similarly, he let Srila Vishnu 

Maharaj manage all Assam activities. Along with Srila Narayana Maharaj, Trivikrama Maharaj, Harijana 

Maharaj, Tridandi Maharaj and others he managed Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti. At the same time, his God 

brothers used to regard him as 'Shiksha Guru'. Srila Narayana Maharaj at many public speeches used to 

respect Srila Vamana Maharaj the same way. Rightly so, when each of his god brothers joined Gaudiya 

Vedanta Samiti, Srila Vamana Maharaj was there not only to take care of their onboarding issues, in 

terms of food, clothing, shelter but also their knowledge on Gaudiya Vedanta philosophy. Srila Vamana 

Maharaj, being very approachable by nature, was their "go to" person for any issue in the Samiti.  

He published many poems, articles and gave 

lectures on current issues as well as discourses on 

Srimad Bhagavatam and Sri Chaitanya 

Charitamrita. His personal letters written to his 

associates have now become "nectar-of-

knowledge", published as "Patramritam" for 

practical spiritual guidance. His knowledge in 

Gaudiya literature was well known in the Gaudiya 

Vaishnava society. In case of any confusion or 

conflicts in understanding any scripts, he was the 

'go-to' person. He would resolve and reconcile such 

issues immediately. His humility, calm and 

composed nature, assertive in action and Guru-

nistha was unique and a lesson for everyone.  
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When Srila Bhaktiprajnana Keshava Maharaj disappeared in 1968, they did not feel any vacuum, since 

Srila Vamana Maharaj was always available with his reassuring touch. This point has been mentioned in 

many speeches by his god brothers in different occasions. He always controlled his aggressive disciples if 

they use louder pitch to talk to his god brothers. 

Once Srila Trivikrama Maharaj was having a conversation with Srila Vamana Maharaj. He suddenly 

asked when he gets old, who will provide the old age care? Srila Vamana Maharaj replied, "Don't worry. 

If none cares, I will. I will definitely clean all your linens and dirt myself and strive to get all your old age 

needs".  Srila Trivikrama Maharaj was in tears seeing the kindness in Srila Vamana Maharaj's eyes, 

unconditional affection towards him and the eagerness to serve was evident. As a matter of fact, Srila 

Trivikrama Maharaj left this material world two years earlier than Srila Vamana Maharaj but on the same 

day. Hence, the disappearance day of Srila Trivikrama Maharaj is remembered by all the devotees of Sri 

Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti on the occasion of disappearance of Srila Vamana Maharaj.   
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Relationship with Srila Bhaktijeevan Janardan Maharaj 

 

"Sri Vigraha Pratishtha" ceremony 
On 8

th
 May 1970, Friday, Sri Gaur Radha Vinodbihari  was installed by Srimad Bhaktivedanta Vamana 

Maharaj in Sri Vasudeva Gaudiya Math, Vasugaon, Assam. Srimad Bhakti Bhudev Shrouti Maharaj, an 

associate of Srila Saraswati Prabhupad, performed all the rituals pertaining to the ceremony. This 

ceremony was attended by many senior devotees of Sri Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti including Srila Narayana 

Maharaj, Srila Urdhamanthi Maharaj, Sri Mukunda Gopal Brahmachari, Sri Muralimohan Brahmachari, 

Sri Gajendra Mochan Brahmachari, Sri Kanailal Brahmachari, etc and thousands of local devotees. 

In the evening, a "dharma-sabha" or conference was organized where Srila Vamana Maharaj spoke at 

length on significance of "Sri Vigraha Pratistha and its significance". He spoke on the importance Sri 

Vigraha of the deity, its devotional service, 'Archana', prayers, 'Parikrama' and Harinam-Sankirtan. 

Attended devotees were very pleased with the lecture. 

Torn dress of Sri Tota Gopinath 
On 8

th
 October 1976, Friday, the deity of Sri Gaur Radha Vinodbihari  was installed by Srimad 

Bhaktivedanta Vamana in Sri Nilachal Gaudiya Math in Puri. The Math is situated adjacent to Sri 

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu's close associate Srila Haridas Thakur's Samadhi and near Sri Tota Gopinath 

temple where Sri Gadadhar Pandit used to stay and Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu concluded of his last 

pastime.  

Srila Vamana Maharaj was staying in Nilachal Gaudiya Math while overseeing the work going on in the 

temple. He had a dream that Sri Tota Gopinath's dress was old and torn. Gopinathji was telling him to 

Srila Bhaktijeevan Janardan Goswami Maharaj was 

Srila Vamana Maharaj's dear friend from their days in 

Sri Chaitanya Math days. They had done many things 

together including studies. In Sri Shyamanada 

Gaudiya Math, Medinipur, they lived together for 1.5 

years. They used to study, research, debate and discuss 

together various points on Gaudiya Vaishnava 

philosophy and visit different libraries in Medinipur 

(reference Gaudiya Patrika 46
th
 year, page 433). Srila 

Bhaktijeevan Janardan Goswami Maharaj used to join 

Sri Navadwip Dham Parikrama in Sri Devananda 

Gaudiya Math every year. When Srila Janardan 

Maharaj needed sevak in his Math, Srila Vamana 

Maharaj used to send a few and let Srila  Janardan 

Maharaj give them Diksha and let them learn 

devotional services under Srila Janardan Maharaj's 

guidance. Anyone witnessed their meeting either in 

Kharagpur or in Navadwip have something 

magnificent to talk about. 
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change it immediately. Early in the morning, Srila Vamana Maharaj rushed to Sri Tota Gopinath temple 

and found that the dress was in fact torn and ripped. He immediately arranged a nice dress. 

Preaching 
While he was the President-Acharya of Sri Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti, there were preaching activities and 

centers all over the world. However, he, in his personal capacity, concentrated on Bengal, Orissa, Bihar, 

Assam and other north-eastern part of India only. He encouraged Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana 

Maharaj to lead the role in preaching northern part of India and outside India. Occasionally and regularly, 

he used to travel to UP, Panjab, Rajasthan and few other north Indian states as well.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once Srila Saraswati Prabhupad said, "We are prepared to spend two hundred gallons of blood for the 

treatment of each individual suffering under the clutches of Maya. Millions of souls are going through 

millions of cycles of birth and death without knowing how to get out of it. If we can rescue at least one 

individual then our effort would be much more valuable than constructing millions of hospitals". Srila 

Vamana Maharaj has spent so many gallons of blood that anyone can keep track of.  

Once a business man wanted to gift him an Ambassador Car for his preaching activities. Srila Vamana 

Maharaj smiled and refused it. He said a car is not really needed for preaching. His legs are good enough 

and public transportation is always there. He refrained from using telephone. He preferred letters instead. 

His letters written his followers are now "collection of wealth of knowledge". He never had any bank 

account.  

A wonderful Gaudiya Math on a cremation ground 
On 1

st
 September 1977, Srimad Bhaktivedanta Vamana Maharaj stepped his foot in a picturesque hill 

town of Tura in Garo Hills district of Meghalaya, after a tedious journey. This solitude town is almost 

disconnected from the rest of India for the fact that one has to make a grueling and demanding road 

journey for hours to reach there. Now, the bus connectivity has improved considerably and a helipad is 

available for use but there isn't yet any train station or airport nearby. 

Local devotees were very enthusiastic in receiving him and the team which included Sri Bhaktivedanta 

Acharya Maharaj, Sri Kanai Prabhu, Sri Govardhan Prabhu, Sri Jayadev Prabhu (Sri BV Jyoti Maharaj) 

and Sridam Prabhu (BV Shikhi Maharaj) on the occasion of Sri Krishna Janmastami. The celebration was 

arranged in Tura Thakurbari located in the heart of the town. Thousands of devotees attended the festival. 

He went door to door and village to village in 

Bengal, Assam and Meghalaya. Travelling 

between villages is more difficult compared to 

travelling between cities in absence of any 

transport system. He took all the pain in walking 

on foot, miles after miles on difficult hilly 

terrain as well as on knee deep mud, many times 

under scorching hot sun and sometimes in rain 

and crossing rivers by swimming in absence of 

any boat. He said once, "Charity begins at home. 

When there are many villages nearby still 

untouched by the blessing of associates of Srila 

Saraswati Prabhupad, how can I go far off 

places crossing oceans?" He was eager to go any 

length to those areas normally none prefer to 

travel. 
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They were mesmerized with Srila Vamana Maharaj's aura and personality as well as his lecture on Sri 

Krishna Tattva and Sri Krishna Janmastami.  

Srila Vamana Maharaj wished to establish a Math there and the local committee offered a large land of 

about 5 bigha. However, the land was adjacent to a cremation ground, devoid of any inhabitants nearby, 

haunted by ghosts and even in daylight rarely anyone would want to venture there alone. Moreover, 

during the 1971 war with East Pakistan, truckloads of dead bodies were dumped on that land without any 

kind of cremation or burial. However, Srila Vamana Maharaj accepted the offer. It took years to clean the 

land with hundreds of skeletons from the decomposed bodies and many ghost stories to talk about. 

Now, a large Math named Meghalaya Gaudiya Math exists in this very place. A beautiful temple was 

established on 3
rd

 September 1999 on the auspicious occasion of Sri Krishna Janmastami. In 1981, Srila 

Vamana Maharaj also established a matriculation English medium school named as Gaudiya Vedanta 

Vidyapith on the same land. 

Established Maths and Centers 
 Established Gaudiya Maths in prominent 'tirthas' and pilgrimage places. Sri Nilachal Gaudiya 

Math in Puri, Orissa, Sri Gopinath Gaudiya Math and Sri Rupa Sanatan Gaudiya Math in 

Vrindavan, Sri Bhaktivedanta Gaudiya Math in Haridwar, Sri Dauji Gaudiya Math in Dauji, 

Mathura and Sri Govardhan Gaudiya Math in Govardhan, Mathura. 

 Established Gaudiya Maths in state capitals and major cities. Sri Vinodbihari  Gaudiya Math in 

Kolkata, Sri Govindaji Gaudiya Math in Guwahati, Sri Gaur-Govinda Seva Ashram in Jaipur, Sri 

Kritiratna Gaudiya Math in Durgapur, Sri Gaur-Nityananda Gaudiya Math and Sri Silchar 

Gaudiya Math in Silchar and Sri Keshava Goswami Gaudiya Math and Sri Shyam Sundar 

Gaudiya Math in Siliguri. 

 In 10
th
 May 1978, "Sri Vigraha Pratistha" ceremony was performed on the auspicious of 

"Akshaya Tritiya" in Sri Keshava Goswami Gaudiya Math, Shaktigarh, Siliguri. The deities of 

Srila Bhaktiprajnana Keshava Goswami Maharaj, Sri Gaur Radha Vinodbihari  jiu and Sri 

Jagannath, Subhadra and Balaram were installed with lot of fanfare. 

 In 16
th
 June 1981, under the guidance of Srimad Bhaktivedanta Vamana Maharaj the deities Sri 

Gaur Radha Vinodbihari  jiu were installed in Sri Gopalji Gaudiya Math, Korant, Orissa. "Sri 

Vigraha Pratistha" installation process and rituals were performed by Srimad Bhakti Bhudev 

Shrouti Maharaj. 

 He established Sri Shyamsunder Gaudiya Math in Milan Pally, Siliguri. On 7
th
 May 1981, "Sri 

Vigraha Pratistha" ceremony was performed on the auspicious day of "Akshaya Tritiya". The 

deities of Sri Gaur Radha Shyamsunder jiu were installed. 

 In 15
th
 May 1983, the deities of Sri Gaur Radha Vinodbihari  jiu were installed on the auspicious 

of "Akshaya Tritiya" in Sri Golakganj Gaudiya Math, Golakganj, Assam. 

 In 18
th
 May 1983, a newly constructed temple was inaugurated and "Sri Vigraha Pratistha"  of 

Srila Bhaktiprajnana Keshava Goswami Maharaj in Sri Vasudeva Gaudiya Math, Vasugaon, 

Assam was performed. 

 In 15
th
 December 1986, Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti has taken a property with a two storied building 

named "Sri Radharani Kunj" in Vrindavan. On 17
th
 March 1987, it was named as Sri Gopinath 

Gaudiya Math. In 7
th
 November 1995, under the guidance of Srimad Bhaktivedanta Vamana 

Maharaj, the deities of Sri Gaur Radha Vinodbihari  jiu "Vigraha Pratistha" ceremony was 

performed on the auspicious occasion of "Akshaya Tritiya". Among many Vaishnavas from 

Vrindavan, Srila Bhakti Vaibhav Puri Maharaj was also present in the event. 

 In 15
th
 November 1988, "Sri Vigraha Pratistha" ceremony was performed on the auspicious day 

of "Utthan Ekadashi" in Sri Rupa Sanatana Gaudiya Math in Vrindavan. The deities of Sri 

Gaur Radha Vinodbihari  jiu were installed with lot of fanfare. 
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 In 16
th
 April 1987, Sri Bhaktivedanta Gaudiya Math was established in Haridwar. On 5

th
 May 

1992, foundation stone was laid by Srimad Bhaktivedanta Vamana Maharaj and on 25
th
 

November 1999, the deities of Sri Gaur Radha Vinodbihari  jiu were installed in the newly 

constructed temple with much fanfare. 

 Established Sri Gaur Nityananda Gaudiya Math in Silchar. In 16
th
 February 1992, foundation 

stone was laid by Srimad Bhaktivedanta Vamana Maharaj on the auspicious occasion of 

"Nityanandan Tryodashi". In 11
th
 September 2002, "Sri Vigraha Pratistha" ceremony was 

performed in which the deities of Sri Gaur Radha Vinodbihari  jiu were installed. 

 In 10
th
 December 1991, Sri Vinodbihari  Gaudiya Math was established in the heart of Kolkata. 

In 25
th
 April 1993, on the auspicious occasion of "Akshaya Tritiya", foundation stone was laid by 

Srimad Bhaktivedanta Vamana Maharaj. The Building Plan was approved by Kolkata 

Corporation prepared by Sri Vasudev Nandi (Civil engineer). Sripad BV Paryatak Maharaj, Sri 

Krishnakripa Brahmachari and Sri Chinmayananda Brahmachari attended the occasion. Sri Gaur 

Chandra Pal (Deputy Assessor Kolkata Corporation), prominent businessman Sri Pradip Ray and 

Sri Dipak Pal (Civil Engineer) were also present. In 12
th
 May 1995, on the auspicious occasion of 

"Akshaya Tritiya", the deities of Sri Gaur Radha Vinodbihari  jiu were installed with lot of 

fanfare. 

 In 19
th
 March 1996, "Sri Vigraha Pratistha" ceremony was performed in Sri Kritiratna Gaudiya 

Math, Durgapur. The deities of Sri Gaur Radha Vinodbihari  jiu were installed three day festival. 

The Managing Director of Durgapur Steel Plant, Sri Yogeshwar Prashad Sharma attended the 

festival. 

 In 9
th
 May 1988, "Sri Vigraha Pratistha" ceremony was performed on the auspicious occasion of 

"Akshaya Tritiya" in Sri Nimananda Gaudiya Math, Dhubri, Assam.  

 In 14
th
 November 2000, "Sri Vigraha Pratistha" ceremony was performed in Sri Dauji Gaudiya 

Math, Dauji, Mathura, UP.  

 In 15
th
 March 2001, under the guidance of Srimad Bhaktivedanta Vamana Maharaj "Sri Vigraha 

Pratistha" ceremony was performed in Sri Madhavjiu Gaudiya Math, Baidyabati, WB. Sripad 

Narayana Maharaj managed the ceremony. The deities of Sri Gaur Radha Vinodbihari  jiu were 

installed with lot of fanfare.  

 In 4
th
 September 2003, "Sri Vigraha Pratistha" ceremony was performed on the auspicious 

occasion of "Radha Astami" in Sri Narottam Gaudiya Math, Coochbehar, WB. The deities of 

Sri Gaur Radha Vinodbihari  jiu were installed with lot of fanfare.  

 In 18
th
 December 2003, "Sri Vigraha Pratistha" ceremony was performed in Sri Nimai Tirtha 

Gaudiya Math, Seoraphuli, WB on the auspicious occasion of "83
rd

 Vyas Puja ceremony of Srila 

Vamana Maharaj on 17
th
 December 2003. The deities of Sri Gaur Radha Vinodbihari  jiu were 

installed with lot of fanfare.  

His Last Days 
Last few years of his history in this world would be very difficult to comprehend for any ordinary person. 

He reserved and disengaged himself from this world, stopping talking and even refused to recognize 

devotees who came for his darshan. His engagements became very personal and may respond to queries 

which he thought important. He used to remain awake at night at times. He did reply to a few queries 

once in a while, saying how he can sleep when there are so many tasks to be done for Srimati Radharani. 

Sometimes, he replied, his Gurudev has asked him to do something. Sometimes he said, his Gurudev was 

performing some activities and he was assisting him. At times, he tried to control his answers as if he was 

divulging too much. Even his close sevaks were unable to explain his mood and condition. It seems he 

reserved himself for something transcendental. 

Once Srila Bhaktivedanta Paryatak Maharaja paid a visit. Srila Paryatak Maharaji asked whether he was 

able to remember him. Then Srila Vamana Maharaja replied, "You are Krishnadas". On that Srila 
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Maharaj asked, "If I am Krishnadas then who you are?" "Gurudas", was the prompt reply. The reply talks 

a lot about his personality and character that he will always been known for. 

In 8
th
 January 2002, he indicated his disappearance date in Sri Keshava Goswami Gaudiya Math, 

Shaktigarh, Siliguri. Many of His disciples were in his Bhajan Kutir on the occasion of Vyas Puja (the 

previous day) when he told that he is going to leave this world within two years and will not be available 

for 84
th
 Vyas Puja. He once said, "I will leave this world on the bank of Ganga in the midst of Sankirtan". 

In 24
th
 October 2004, Ekadash day, he came to Navadwip Dham from Sheoraphuli. Within few days, Srila 

Bhakti Vaibhav Puri Maharaja paid a visit. Srila Bhaktivedanta Vamana Maharaja recognized him. Srila 

Puri Maharaj started reciting a shloka from Srimad Bhagvatam, "kvaham daridrah papiyan". Srila 

Vamana Maharaj completed it saying "kva krsnah sri-niketanah". Then Srila Vamana Maharaj went on 

saying the yuga of his Gurudev has long gone and now our yuga or period is gone as well. If he (Srila 

Puri Maharaj) would have come later, would not have found him.  

In 14
th
 November 2004 (month of Kartik), Sunday, he left this material word, leaving behind a wealth of 

his nectar of instructions and guidance to his devotees, the principles he followed, his way of performing 

certain devotional services and way of chanting Harinam. Certainly, a yuga or period has gone with him. 

A period of spontaneous devotional service and a period of preaching the efficacy and supremacy of the 

Divine Names, by setting an example in His own Divine career.  

List of Tridandi Sanyas or Renounced Order 
1) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Vaishnav Maharaj (Sri Gajendra Mochan Brahmachari) on 29-2-1972 

2) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Sanyasi Maharaj (Sri Vrisabhanu Brahmachari) on 29-2-1972 

3) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Damodar Maharaj (Sri Shyam Gopal Brahmachari) on 1974 

4) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Vishnu Maharaj (Sri Vishwarup Das Brahmachari) on 21-3-1981 

5) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Jyoti Maharaj (Sri Jaydev Das Brahmachari) on 21-3-1981 

6) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Acharya Maharaj (Sri Nava Yogendra Brahmachari) on 9-3-1982 

7) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Puri Maharaj (Sri Khagapati Brahmachari) on 8-3-1993 

8) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Govinda Maharaj (Sri Rama Govinda Das Brahmachari) on 8-3-1993 

9) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Bodhayan Maharaj (Sri Balabhadra Das Brahmachari) on 8-3-1993 

10) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Madhusudan Maharaj (Sri Krishnakripa Brahmachari) on 20-3-2000 

11) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Sadhu Maharaj (Sri Gaurangapada Brahmachari) on 20-3-2000 

12) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Parivrajak Maharaj (Sri Kamalapati Brahmachari) on 20-3-2000 

13) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Janardan Maharaj (Sri Gopikanta Brahmachari) on 20-3-2000 

14) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Tirtha Maharaj (Sri Subhananda Brahmachari) on 20-3-2000 

15) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Sagar Maharaj (Sri Sajjananda Brahmachari) on 20-3-2000 

16) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Hrishikesh Maharaj (Sri Raghunandan Brahmachari) on 20-3-2000 

17) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Madhav Maharaj (Sri Navinkrishna Brahmachari) on 20-3-2000 

18) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Bharati Maharaj (Sri Jagadish Brahmachari) on 20-3-2000 

19) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Van Maharaj (Sri Subalsakha Brahmachari) on 20-3-2000 

20) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Goswami Maharaj (Sri Nikunjabihari Brahmachari) on 10-3-2001 

21) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Paramhansa Maharaj (Sri Shyamsundar Brahmachari) on 10-3-2001 

22) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Shanta Maharaj (Sri Bhagvat Brahmachari) on 10-3-2001 

23) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Ashram Maharaj (Sri Govindabhakta Brahmachari) on 10-3-2001 

24) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Shikhi Maharaj (Sri Sridamsakha Brahmachari) on 18-12-2003 

25) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Yachak Maharaj (Sri Sadasiva Brahmachari) on 18-12-2003 

26) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Paramarthi Maharaj (Sri Shyamananda Brahmachari) on 18-12-2003 

27) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Vrihadvrati Maharaj (Sri Gokulananda Brahmachari) on 18-12-2003 

28) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Akinchan Maharaj (Sri Krishnakanti Brahmachari) on 18-12-2003 

29) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Niriha Maharaj (Sri Nityapada Brahmachari) on 18-12-2003 

30) Sripad Bhaktivedanta Tapaswi Maharaj (Sri Krishna Govinda Brahmachari) on 18-12-2003 
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Babaji Vesh 

31) Sripad Aprakrita Das Babaji Maharaj (Sri Aprameya Brajavashi) on 20-3-2000 

32) Sripad Vrindavan Das Babaji Maharaj (Sri Valmiki Brajavashi) on 20-3-2000 

33) Sripad Nitai Das Babaji Maharaj (Sri Parikkhit Brajavashi) on 10-3-2001 

34) Sripad Narottam Das Babaji Maharaj (Sri Narottam Brajavashi) on 10-3-2001 

35) Sripad Nimai Das Babaji Maharaj (Sri Manohar Brajavashi) on 10-3-2001 

36) Sripad Govardhan Das Babaji Maharaj (Sri Nrisinghananda Brahmachari) on 18-12-2003 

List of Books and Publications 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As spoken by Sripad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Maharaja 
"After Prabhupada departed from this world, and then Srila Bhaktiprajnana Kesava Maharaja established 

the Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti in 1940. Vamana Maharaja was doing everything; writing letters, managing 

the temple, cooking, and travelling for preaching. Vamana Maharaja is a great scholar just as 

his gurudeva was. It has been said that he is like a dictionary of slokas because he knows so many verses 

from the scriptures. When while lecturing Srila Bhaktiprajnana Kesava Maharaja would sometimes forget 

a sloka, Vamana Maharaha would always supply it from memory. Once, Srila Bhaktiprajnana Kesava 

Maharaja went to Assam for preaching. One of the sects there, were virtually prepared to stone us, 

challenged us by saying, “You say that Caitanya Mahaprabhu is Bhagavan Himself, but what evidence is 

there of this?” Guru Maharaja turned to Vamana Maharaja and said, “Speak.” Then Vamana Maharaja 

recited fifty shlokas one after the other from different scriptures as evidence, and those people were 

silenced.  

Srila Bhaktiprajnana Kesava Maharaja left the entire responsibility of editing and publishing our Bengali 

magazine exclusively on Vamana Maharaja. From his boyhood Vamana Maharaja 

1. Sri Sri Chaitanya Charitamrita 

2. Srimad Bhagavad Gita (small & big version) 

3. Siddhanta Ratnam (Bhasya Pithakam) 

4. Sri Chaitanya Shikshashtak 

5. Sri Gaudiya Giti Guccha 

6. Mayabader Jeevani 

7. Sharanagati 

8. Mahaprabhur Shiksha 

9. Sri Damodar Astakam 

10. Archana Deepika 

11. Sri Gauranga 

12. Sri Chaitanya Leela O Shiksha 

13. Sri Gaura Katha Mala 

14. Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu'r Antardhan 

Prasanga 

15. Sri Chaitanya Bhagavat (small) 

16. Sri Chaitanya Panjika 

17. Sri Harivasar Vratakatha 

18. Sri Harinaam Chintamani 

19. Uddharer Path 

20. Manah Shiksha 

21. Sri Upadeshamrita (Sri Rupa Goswami) 

22. Tatvamuktavali (Yuktimallika) 

 

23. SriSri Krishna Prem Tarangini 

24. Sri Chaitanyadev'er Vaishistya 

25. Sri Vaishnava Kanthahar 

26. Brahman-Vaishnava 

27. Prem-Pradeep 

28. Sri Gaudiya Stotramala 

29. Madhurya Kadambini 

30. Tatva-Vivek 

31. Bhakti-Tatva-Vivek 

32. Sri Chaitanya Shikshamrita 

33. SriSrimad Bhaktiprajnana Keshava Goswami 

Maharajer Pravandhavali 

34. Keshari Keshava Vani 

35. SriSrimad Bhaktiprajnana Keshava Goswami 

Maharajer Charitavali 

36. Sri Navadwip Dham Mahatya 

37. Jaiva Dharma (Bengali & Hindi) 

38. Satkriyasar Deepika 
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studied Bhagavatam verses and their commentaries, and as a result he can speak on Vaisnava philosophy 

for hours without stopping. He was such great scholar, and he is a very sweet person as well. With 

children he is very affectionate, and he speaks with them concerning things like ghosts which they enjoy 

hearing about.  

He attracts everyone to spiritual life, and in an assembly of scholars, he is always the greatest scholar. He 

refutes others’ misconceptions, but he does it in such a way that their feelings are not hurt, as if carefully 

performing a surgical operation. Vamana Maharaja is very grave and quiet, and there is another special 

quality which he possesses: I have seen many people, myself included, who give explanations from the 

scriptures and enjoy taking praise from others for it. But having known Vamana Maharaja for almost fifty 

years, I have never seen him do this, not even by accident.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

him to be my siksa-guru, because since the day I joined the mission he has given me whatever I required 

with great affection." 

Other Events, Letters, Citations and visits by special dignitaries 
 In 29

th
 July 1977, Sri P B Kar, Deputy Magistrate & Collector, visited Sri Devananda Gaudiya 

Math during the auspicious occasion of Sri Rath Yatra festival. 

 In 30
th
 November 1977, Sri Sudhanshu Gayen, Special Officer (PWD), Writer's Building visited 

Sri Devananda Gaudiya Math especially pleased with the management and organization. 

 25
th
 November 1978, Sri Anirajan Ghosh, Secretary, Ministry of Railways, visited Sri Devananda 

Gaudiya Math during the auspicious occasion of Sri Raas festival. 

 On 8
th
 March 1981, Sri B C Banik, Deputy Magistrate & Collector, during the auspicious 

occasion of Sri Gaur Jayanti. 

 In 25
th
 August 1981, Mr. Singhjan Sangma, MLA, Meghalaya, visited Sri Meghalaya Gaudiya 

Math on the occasion of Sri Krishna Janmastami. 

 In 31th December 1982, Dr A K Bhattacharya, Senior Consultant Surgeon, Ontario, Canada, 

visited Sri Devananda Gaudiya Math and had a discussion with Srila Vamana Maharaj on the 

teaching of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. He sent a letter, published in Sri Gaudiya Patrika, about 

his experience in Sri Devananda Gaudiya Math, Navadwip. 

 On 18
th
 March 1983, All India Radio, Calcutta-A service decided to review the book Sri 

Siddhanta Ratnam. 

 On 7
th
 May 1983, Srikar Bandopadhaya, Ministry of Food and Rural Development, Government 

of India, visited Sri Devananda Gaudiya Math and was very pleased with the environment and the 

organization. 

 In 31
st
 August 1983, Mr, Sanford Marak, Health Minister, Meghalaya, visited Sri Meghalaya 

Gaudiya Math on the occasion of Sri Krishna Janmastami. 

He is also very tolerant. As if taking 

poison and digesting it, he may see the 

faults in others, but he never speaks 

about them. He has so much eagerness 

to preach the instructions of Caitanya 

Mahaprabhu, and he has preached in 

all the villages of West Bengal and 

Assam. Bhagavan has especially 

empowered this great personality with 

many transcendental qualities. Today I 

pray to Srila Vamana Maharaja that he 

will mercifully allow me to always 

remain as his shadow, thereby enabling 

me to always follow him. I consider  
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 In 6
th

 February 1984, Sri M K Brahmachari, Additional District Magistrate, visited Sri Devananda 

Gaudiya Math and found the surroundings found very impressive. 

 In 6
th
 November 1984, received a "Token of Appreciation" and accorded a donation of Rs 500/-

from Sri Uma Shankar Dikshit, Governor of West Bengal, appreciating the services rendered by 

Sri Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti. 

 In 1985, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, Prime Minister of India, sent a letter thanking Sri Gaudiya Vedanta 

Samiti. 

 In 30
th
 March 1986, Sri Ashok Kumar Sen, Union Law Minister, Government of India and Sri 

Tampak Singh, Education Minister, Manipur visited Sri Devananda Gaudiya Math. 

 In 25-4-1996, Srimad Bhaktivedanta Vamana Maharaj wrote a letter to BV Narayana Maharaj 

wishing success on his Western countries preaching tour. 

 In 13
th
 February 1987, received a "Token of Appreciation" from Sri Giani Zail Singh, President 

of India, appreciating the guidance Sri Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti is giving to people and 

propagating the teaching of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. 

¸ 


